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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1951 


Area  (acres)  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  59,005 

Population  1951  (Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,540 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1931  (Census) 

'  Potterspury  and  Towcester  R.Ds.  3,771 

Number  of  separate  domestic  dwellings  occupied  1951  ...  4,750 

Rateable  Value,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £60,044 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £232 


Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Stillbirths — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

Male  Female 

219 

104 

115 

11 

8 

3 

230 

112 

118 

Total 

Male  Female 

4 

3, 

1 

4 

3 

1 

Rate 


15.73 


Rate 


0.27 


Deaths  (all  causes)  ... 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion 


Total  Male  Female  Rate 
197  95  102  13.47 

...  ...  ...  'hi 


Infant  Mortality — rate  per  1,000  live  births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


50.23 

0.00 


Total  . . . 


47.82 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

, ,  , ,  Measles 

, ,  , ,  Whooping  Cough 


25 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Towcester  Rural  District  Council. 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  : 

Messrs.  W.  T.  GROOM  {Chairman),  T.  F.  KINGSTON  {Vice- 
Chairman),  A.  BOOT,  E.  W.  COLBOURNE,  E.  FLAVELL, 
Rev.  H.  P.  HOSKIN,  C.  E.  IVENS,  Mrs.  M.  JELLEY,  Messrs. 
J.  T.  PINKARD,  R.  L.  C.  RIDGEWAY,  C.A.,  Mrs.  E.  M.  THACKER, 
Messrs.  L.  R.  RIVETT,  R.  H.  WHITLOCK. 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  are  ex-officio  members 
of  the  Committee. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

DAVID  ANDREW  McCRACKEN,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

also  holds  appointments  of 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

DAVID  JOSEPH  POWELL,  B.Sc.,  C.S.I.B.,  Certified  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Surveyor  and  Architect  : 

GEORGE  BERRIDGE,  M.Inst.R.A.,  A.I.A.A. 
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TOWCESTER, 


20th  June,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Towcesrer. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 

The  vital  statistics  may  again  be  considered  satisfactory  and  apart 
from  a  large  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  the  communicable  diseases  call 
for  no  special  comment. 

The  completion  of  the  regional  water  scheme  has  been  retarded  by 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  steel  rods  for  the  reinforced  concrete  reservoirs. 
The  visitor  to  the  district  must  be  impressed  by  the  obvious  pipe-laying 
throughout  the  villages.  There  is  an  increasing  and  insistent  demand 
for  modern  piped  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works.  Whilst  the 
latter  problem  is  nearing  solution  in  the  southern  area  of  the  district, 
there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  in  the  smaller  villages. 

This  is  the  last  Annual  Report  which  I  have  the  honour  to  present 
to  the  Council,  since  I  have  resigned  on  being  elected  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  West  Suffolk.  During  my  tenure  of  office,  I  have 
at  all  times  been  sustained  in  my  efforts  to  improve  the  environmental 
conditions  of  the  district  by  the  kindly  help  and  assistance  which  has 
always  been  afforded  me  by  the  Councillors  and  the  inhabitants.  To 
my  past  and  present  officer  colleagues  I  am  indeed  grateful  for  their 
most  helpful  co-operation  in  all  my  endeavours.  The  harmonious  manner 
in  which  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  worked  is  evidenced 
by  the  control  of  the  recent  large  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  A.  McCracken, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Social  Conditions. — The  employed  population  is  engaged  mainly  in 
agricultural  work.  Light  iron  founding  and  the  manufacture  of  plastic 
components  are  carried  on  at  Towcester,  whilst  oxides  for  pigment  produc¬ 
tion  are  manufactured  at  Deanshanger.  A  number  of  small  factories  for 
the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  are  also  established  in  the  district. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  District  is  59,005  acres. 

Population. — The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident  mid¬ 
year  population  for  1951  to  have  been  14,620  persons,  as  compared  with 
14,470  for  1950.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  amounts  to  33  persons,  as  compared  with  20  for  the 
previous  year.  The  estimated  increase  in  population  totals  150  persons. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by  the 
Registrar- General  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable 
deaths  was  197,  as  compared  with  197  in  1950.  The  crude  death  rate 
based  on  the  mid-year  estimated  population  was  13.47,  as  compared 
with  13.61  for  1950.  The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the 
quinquennium  1947-51,  together  with  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  Administrative  County. 


Death  Rates  1947-51. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Towcester  R.D. 

12.94 

13.23 

12.59 

13.61 

13.47 

Administrative  County 

12.43 

11.00 

12.07 

12.01 

12.13 

England  and  Wales  ... 

12.00 

10.80 

11.70 

11.60 

12.50 

A  list  of  the  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the  Abridged  List 
of  Causes  of  Death  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  is  given  in  Table  No.  1, 
page  18,  whilst  the  history  of  the  rate,  together  with  other  vital  statistics 
for  1919-51,  is  shown  in  Table  No.  2,  page  19. 

In  order  to  make  allowances  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
populations  in  different  areas,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  the 
area  comparability  factor,  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  local  death 
rate,  allows  a  truer  comparison  to  be  made  between  one  district  and 
another.  On  this  basis  the  local  death  rate  of  13.47  multiplied  by  0.85 
amounts  to  11.45,  as  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  12.50. 

Births. — The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was  230 
(112  males,  118  females),  as  compared  with  217  in  1950,  thus  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  15.73  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  15.00 
for  1950.  The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  the  birth  rate  for 
1947-1951,  together  with  other  rates  for  comparison. 


Birth  Rates  1947-51. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Towcester  R.D. 

20.58 

17.11 

17.83 

15.00 

15.73 

Administrative  County 

20.42 

17.46 

16.19 

15.71 

15.57 

England  and  Wales  ... 

20.50 

17.90 

16.70 

15.80 

15.50 
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The  local  birth  rate  when  modified  by  the  application  of  the  area 
comparability  factor  of  1.12  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  17.61,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  15.50  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths. — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  four,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  three  in  1950.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  0.27  per  thousand 
of  population,  as  compared  with  0.36  for  England  and  Wales. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate. — Eleven  illegitimate  live  births  (8  male, 
3  female)  were  registered,  as  compared  with  ten  in  1950.  This  number 
gives  a  rate  of  47.80  per  thousand  live  births,  as  compared  with  40.60 
in  1950. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  no  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday  was  11  (6  male,  5  females).  All  were  legitimate 
births.  The  rate  per  thousand  related  live  births  was  47.82,  which  is 
much  in  excess  of  the  national  rate  of  29.60.  The  rates  for  1947-51, 
together  with  other  rates  for  comparison,  are  : — 


Deaths  under 

one  year 

per  thousand  Live  Births. 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Towcester  R.D . 

28.19 

54.62 

31.37 

32.25 

47.80 

Administrative  County 

35.07 

31.70 

33.78 

29.53 

25.26 

England  and  Wales  ... 

41.00 

34.00 

32.00 

29.80 

29.60 

SECT 

ION 

B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  bacteriological  work  associated  with  the 
control  of  infectious  disease  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  Service,  whose  laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  is  in 
charge  of  Dr.  L.  Hoyle.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk, 
food  and  ice-cream  is  also  carried  out  by  Dr.  Hoyle. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin. — Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  now  responsible  for  the  supply  of 
antitoxin.  Antitoxin  may  now  be  obtained  by  medical  practitioners 
from  the  Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  this  work  is  carried  out  on  an  agency  basis  by  the  Towcester 
Motor  Ambulance  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The 
ambulance  is  stationed  at  Towcester  and  the  service  provided  is  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Hospitals. — There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Infectious  disease 
cases  which  require  hospital  treatment  are  accommodated  by  the  Ox¬ 
ford  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  their  Harborough  Road  Hospital, 
Northampton,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  Northampton 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 


7 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. — Under  Section  47  of  this  Act  the 
Council  became  responsible  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Persons  who  (a)  are  suffering 
from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapaci¬ 
tated,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  [h)  are  unable  to  devote  to 
themselves,  or  to  receive  from  persons  with  whom  they  reside,  proper 
care  and  attention  may,  after  certain  legal  formalities,  be  detained  and 
maintained  in  a  suitable  hospital  or  other  place  for  prescribed  periods. 
It  was  found  necessary  in  February  to  apply  to  the  Towcester  Magistrates 
for  a  warrant  to  remove  a  feeble,  blind,  deaf  lady,  aged  95  years,  for 
whom  it  had  proved  impossible  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for 
her  proper  care  in  her  own  home.  This  action  was  taken  only  after 
every  possible  avenue  of  assistance  had  been  explored.  She  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Danetree  Hospital,  but  unfortunately  died  within  a  few  weeks 
of  admission. 

Under  Section  50  of  this  Act  the  Council  are  responsible  in  certain 
circumstances  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the  body  of  any  person  who 
has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  the  district.  Three  cases  were  dealt 
with  where  no  relatives  could  be  found. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — Work  on  the  first  instalment  of  the  regional  scheme 
continued  and  progress  was  satisfactory  apart  from  the  reservoirs  which 
have  not  been  started  owing  to  the  shortage  of  steel.  It  is  pleasing  to 
note,  however,  that  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  necessary  authorization 
has  been  received  for  the  steel.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Bucks  Water 
Board  will  commence  delivery  of  water  in  June,  1953,  by  which  time  this 
Council  should  be  in  a  position  to  receive  and  redistribute  at  least  137,500 
gallons  per  day.  The  scheme  provides  for  “  free  connections  ”  to  each 
property,  i.e.,  communication  pipes  will  be  laid  by  the  Council,  provided 
that  owners  make  application  before  a  fixed  date  and  give  an  undertaking 
to  use  the  supply.  By  the  end  of  the  year  24.5  miles  of  mains  had  been 
laid  comprising  2.6  miles  of  12" ;  7.3  miles  of  10"  ;  0.8  miles  of  8"  ;  1.7 
miles  of  7" ;  3.6  miles  of  6"  ;  2.0  miles  of  5"  ;  6.5  miles  of  4"  and  0.33 
miles  of  3"  pipes. 

Samples  of  drinking  water  taken  in  15  parishes  were  submitted  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  show  that  14  of  the  36  samples  submitted  were 
beyond  suspicion  and  classified  as  “  good  ”,  whilst  9  showed  evidence 
of  faecal  pollution.  The  piped  supplies  continued  to  be  of  fairly  reason¬ 
able  quality  but  most  of  the  private  supplies  and  public  wells  were  far 
from  satisfactory.  Purity  of  the  water  at  Potterspury  at  one  period  of 
the  year  was  such  that  chlorination  was  used.  Subsequent  samples 
proved  to  be  satisfactory.  The  usual  seasonal  shortage  occurred  in 
Potterspury  and  Paulerspury.  The  Council  continue  to  carry  water  to 
41  houses  at  Blisworth  where  the  position  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Details  of  the  sources  and  results  of  examinations  and  parish  supply 
details  are  shown  in  Tables  3-4,  page  20-21. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  an  investigation  into  the  cause  of  a  green  deposit 
that  appeared  in  aluminium  electric  kettles  used  in  a  number  of  cottages  in  Silver- 
stone.  It  was  found  that  the  interior  of  these  kettles,  all  of  which  had  recently  been 
purchased,  had  a  greenish  tint  and  in  two  cases  the  aluminium  had  become  exten¬ 
sively  pitted,  causing  the  kettles  to  become  perforated.  In  all  the  cottages  concerned 
the  interior  distribution  pipes  were  of  hard  copper  whilst  the  supply  pipes,  and  in 
two  cases  the  communication  pipes,  were  of  soft  copper.  These  systems  had  recently 
been  installed,  but  no  trouble  had  arisen  in  cottages  having  interior  hard  copper 
pipes  that  had  been  in  use  with  the  same  water  for  10  years.  It  was  thought  that 
the  use  of  malleable  copper  supply  and  communication  pipes  might  be  the  cause. 
Samples  of  the  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  whilst  it  was  found 
that  the  water  possessed  some  degree  of  cupro-solvency  it  was  so  minute  as  to  be 
harmless.  The  greenish  tint  was  probably  due  to  a  trace  of  a  copper  salt,  and  the 
pitting  of  the  kettles  due  to  electrolytic  action.  The  aluminium  used  may  not  have 
been  up  to  the  usual  specification.  It  was  probable  that  minute  particles  of  metallic 
copper  from  the  fittings,  particularly  where  the  soft  copper  tube  was  concerned, 
became  deposited  on  the  surface  of  the  aluminium  thus  setting  up  local  electrolytic 
action.  It  was  significant  that  aluminium  electric  kettles  first  used  in  cottages  with 
lead  services  and  then  used  in  recently  built  houses  with  malleable  copper  tubes 
were  not  affected,  presumably,  because  the  aluminium  had  received  a  protective 
coating  of  calcium  carbonate. 

In  other  parts  of  the  district,  particularly  Towcester,  it  has  been  noted  that 
galvanized  cylinders  and  storage  tanks  had  become  pitted  with  small  holes  after  very 
short  service.  The  service  pipes  are  of  copper  in  almost  every  case.  This  deteriora¬ 
tion  may  be  due  to  impurities  in  the  metal  or  to  deposits  of  small  particles  of  copper 
from  the  fittings. 

Swimming  Baths. — The  open  air  pool  at  Blisworth  was  inspected  at 
regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  season  and  samples 
of  bath  water  submitted  for  analysis  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  A  new 
filtration  and  chlorination  plant  is  to  be  installed  at  the  Towcester 
Grammar  School  swimming  bath  early  in  1952. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  Silverstone  is  now  in  full  working  order  and  samples 
of  the  effluent  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  analysis  proved  very 
satisfactory.  Some  minor  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the 
sludge  drying  beds  owing  to  the  high  water  content  but  this  should  im¬ 
prove  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  W.Cs.  and  of  properties  con¬ 
nected— particularly  the  large  number  of  Council  houses  where  conversion 
is  now  being  carried  out.  The  position  with  regard  to  sludge  drying  and 
disposal,  which  is  the  great  problem  in  all  sewage  disposal  schemes,  is 
made  somewhat  easier  at  Silverstone,  as  the  sludge  is  frequently  removed 
by  local  farmers  using  sludge  carts.  Of  the  144  premises  (excluding 
Council  houses)  which  are  within  the  effective  area  of  the  scheme,  119 
have  now  had  their  drains  reconstructed  and  W.Cs.  installed,  16  premises 
are  connected  to  the  sewer  but  have  not  yet  carried  out  conversions  from 
pails  to  water  closets,  6  premises  have  their  own  satisfactory  septic  tank 
drainage,  while  the  remaining  3  properties,  including  a  Junior  School, 
have  not  yet  been  connected  to  the  sewer.  The  Education  Authority 
have  already  instructed  a  contractor  to  carry  out  the  work  to  provide 
new  conveniences,  etc.,  to  this  school  and  to  make  the  necessary  con¬ 
nection  to  the  sewer.  The  conversion  of  44  pail  closets  to  W.Cs.  in 
Council  houses  is  also  nearing  completion. 

Work  on  the  first  instalment  of  the  Deanshanger,  etc..  Regional 
Sewerage  Scheme  is  proceeding  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1,600  yards 
of  12"  sewer  had  been  laid  at  Old  Stratford.  The  rate  of  progress  was  not 
entirely  satisfactory  having  regard  to  the  work  to  be  undertaken  in  the 
specified  time,  but  steps  are  being  taken  to  speed  up  the  work  during 
1952.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  again  making  a  survey  of  all  properties 
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within  the  effective  area  of  the  scheme  in  order  to  obtain  information  on 
existing  drains  and  outfalls  and  to  check  on  the  Council’s  liability  for 
connecting  each  property.  It  is  essential  that  any  existing  drains  which 
are  defective  or  allow  the  penetration  of  sub-soil  water,  shall  be  made 
to  conform  with  the  requirements  of  S.39,  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  particularly  as  the  Council  are  liable  to  a  penalty  clause  if  more 
than  a  specified  volume  of  effluent  is  delivered  at  the  Wolverton  disposal 
works  each  day. 

The  appreciation  by  the  inhabitants  of  villages  such  as  Silverstone 
of  the  benefit  derived  from  properly  constructed  sewerage  schemes  and 
the  absence  of  the  unpleasant  smells  that  used  to  emanate  from  the  open 
ditches  in  the  village,  only  serve  to  emphasize  the  primitive  conditions 
which  still  remain  in  too  many  other  parishes  in  the  district. 

Disinfection. — Concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  of  premises, 
clothing  and  bedding  is  carried  out  by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid  dis¬ 
infectants  as  required.  Details  of  the  work  done  is  given  in  Table 
No.  6,  page  23. 

Rodent  Control. — The  Service  instituted  by  the  Council  in  1946 
for  the  treatment  of  infestations  by  rats  and  mice,  and  of  regular  surveys 
of  properties,  has  continued  very  successfully  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  assistance  of  the  department  in  the  control 
of  rodents  is  continually  and  regularly  used.  This  service  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  as  essential  as  any  of  the  other  public  services.  The  Council’s 
various  undertakings  themselves  need  regular  attention  and  the  number 
of  visits  and  treatments  carried  out  can  be  seen  from  Table  No.  5,  page  22. 
The  importance  of  regular  supervision  of  undertakings  is  well  illustrated 
from  the  fact  that  the  initial  treatment  carried  out  on  the  Silverstone 
Sewerage  Scheme,  which  has  only  recently  been  completed,  showed  that 
certain  parts  of  the  system  were  already  heavily  infested,  particularly 
where  existing  sewers  had  been  incorporated  in  the  new  scheme.  The 
Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations,  1950,  came  into  force 
requiring  certain  precautions  to  be  taken  during  the  threshing  of  ricks, 
and  the  attention  of  every  farmer  and  threshing  contractor  in  the  district 
was  drawn  to  the  Regulations  by  means  of  a  circular.  Another  notable 
improvement  was  the  introduction  of  the  new  anti- coagulant  poison, 
‘‘  Warfarin,”  which  has  almost  revolutionized  rodent  control.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  had  already  successfully  used  this  poison  prior  to  it 
being  officially  recognized  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

As  it  has  almost  become  the  custom  to  apply  for  the  services  of  the 
Rodent  Operative,  it  was  found  unnecessary  to  take  any  statutory  action 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Operative  also  carried  out  disinsectisation  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  method  of  treatment  depends  on  the 
nature  and  the  life  history  of  the  insects  and  it  was  necessary  to  identify 
some  before  treatment.  This  procedure  was  found  necessary  in  one 
particular  infestation  by  golden  spider  beetles.  Disinfestations  of  flies, 
fleas  and  beetles  totalling  14  were  also  successfully  undertaken. 

Public  Cleansing. — ^The  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the 
parishes  of  Cosgrove,  Old  Stratford,  Deanshanger,  Potterspury,  Yardley 
Gobion  and  Silverstone.  The  disposal  of  night  soil  in  other  parishes  is 
left  to  the  occupier  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  many  cases  the  position 
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is  deteriorating  from  the  lack  of  garden  ground  available  for  disposal. 
As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  only  satisfactory  method  of  eliminating 
the  repulsive  job  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  night  soil  is  the  provision 
of  water  carriage  disposal  for  the  whole  of  the  district.  As  a  temporary 
expedient  the  Council  have  decided  by  the  purchase  of  a  new  gully 
emptier/night  soil  vehicle  and  the  reconditioning  of  the  existing  vehicle, 
to  extend  the  night  soil  collection  over  the  greater  part  of  the  district. 


The  majority  of  the  household  refuse  in  the  district  is  collected  by 
means  of  a  specially  constructed  low- loading  covered  vehicle  assisted  two 
days  in  one  week  and  three  days  in  the  following  week  by  the  Council’s 
all  purpose  open  motor  lorry.  The  use  of  open  lorries  is  much  to  be 
deplored.  It  is  not  always  possible  successfully  to  cover  such  vehicles 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  considerable  nuisance  is  caused.  There  is 
need  for  at  least  an  additional  specially  constructed  refuse  collecting 
vehicle  so  that  a  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  all  parishes 
may  be  established. 

The  existing  scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  as  follows  : — 

Weekly  Collection  : 

Old  Stratford,  Deanshanger  ...  ...  on  Mondays. 

Towcester  ...  ...  ...  ...  on  Thursdays. 


Fortnightly  Collection  : 

Cosgrove 

Wicken  /  ...  ...  ...  ...  on 

Pattishall,  Cold  Higham,  Litchborough,  Maid- 

ford,  Adstone,  Astcote,  Eastcote,  Dalscote  on 
Potterspury,  Paulerspury,  Yardley  Gobion  ...  on 
Weston,  Wappenham,  Abthorpe,  Slapton, 


Bradden  ...  ...  ...  ...  on 

Silverstone,  Whittlebury  ...  ...  on 

Wood  Burcote,  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton  ...  on 
Stoke  Bruerne,  Shutlanger  ...  ...  on 

Caldecote,  Greens  Norton,  Woodend,  Blakesley, 

Weston,  Plumpton,  Lois  Weedon  ...  on 

Hulcote,  Tiffield,  Blisworth,  Gayton  ...  on 

Wakefield  Estate  (Potterspury)  ...  ...  on 


alternate  Mondays. 

alternate  Tuesdays, 
alternate  Tuesdays. 

alternate  Wednesdays, 
alternate  Wednesdays, 
alternate  Thursdays, 
alternate  Thursdays. 

alternate  Fridays, 
alternate  Fridays, 
alternate  Saturdays. 


Factory  Act,  1937. — Under  Section  128(3)  of  this  Act  the  general 
provisions  as  to  health  conditions  under  which  employees  work  and  a 
return  of  out- workers  has  to  be  included  in  this  report.  Details  of  the 
inspections  carried  out,  together  with  the  defects  found  and  the  action 
taken  thereon  are  given  in  Table  No.  13,  page  28.  One  notification  of 
an  out-worker  was  received  under  Section  110(1). 


Moveable  Dwellings. — One  licence  was  granted  by  the  Council  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  use  of  land  in  Towcester 
as  a  caravan  site.  Permission  for  the  use  of  this  site  was  granted  by  the 
Planning  Authority,  and,  as  the  owner  fulfilled  all  the  requirements  of 
Section  269  in  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  etc.,  the  Council  issued 
the  licence.  This  licence  is  subject  to  a  limiting  period,  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  of  three  years,  which  will  enable  the  Council  and  the  Planning 
Authority  to  review  the  matter  before  renewal. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 


Although  an  additional  40  new  houses  were  provided  for  occupation 
during  the  year,  the  demand  for  new  Council  Houses  continues  unabated. 
The  total  number  of  Council  Houses  occupied  reached  the  high  level  of 
1,296  or  about  one-quarter  of  the  total  dwelling  houses  in  the  district. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  160  occupied  houses  in  con¬ 
firmed  clearance  areas,  the  orders  on  which  had  been  confirmed  prior  to 
the  1939-45  War.  It  was  found  impossible  to  demolish  more  than  17  of 
these  houses  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  condemned  houses 
demolished  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  is  now  109.  With  few  excep¬ 
tions,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  utilize  new  housing  accommodation 
to  satisfy  immediate  needs  rather  than  displaced  tenants  from  clearance 
areas.  The  recent  policy  of  the  Council  in  instructing  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  report  on  condemned  cottages  which  are  being  vacated  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  should  help  to  improve  housing 
conditions.  This  procedure,  recently  applied  in  the  parish  of  Pattishall, 
resulted  in  two  demolition  orders  and  eight  closing  orders  being  made  on 
totally  unfit  houses,  thus  preventing  the  further  occupation  of  these 
premises  as  human  habitations.  Unless  a  system  such  as  this  is  strictly 
adhered  to,  the  solution  of  the  housing  problem  will  not  be  met  for  very 
many  years  to  come.  The  extent  of  this  problem  can  be  appreciated 
when  one  considers  that  of  the  290  houses  in  the  parish  of  Potterspury, 
there  are  some  63  houses  occupied  in  clearance  areas  upon  which  orders 
were  confirmed  in  1937. 

The  demolition  of  unfit  property  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  and 
the  erection  of  new  houses  on  the  land  made  available  is  good  planning. 
It  is  usually  a  sound  proposition,  as  roads  and  services  are  already  avail¬ 
able  ;  it  maintains  the  village  as  a  social  entity  and  helps  to  solve  the 
problem  of  using  agricultural  land  for  building. 

The  condition  of  a  number  of  sub-standard  houses  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  owner /occupiers,  and  no  doubt  this  has  been  influenced  by 
the  fact  that  there  is  still  only  a  limited  number  of  licences  available  for 
new  private  dwelling  houses.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  a  sub¬ 
stantial  part  of  the  old  property  in  the  district  is  deteriorating  from  lack 
of  attention  and  repair,  a  situation  which  I  am  sure  could  be  greatly 
improved,  but  for  the  effect  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts.  The  improve¬ 
ment  grants  which  are  available  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  have  made 
no  contribution  to  the  betterment  of  housing  in  the  district.  No  applica¬ 
tions  for  assistance  were  received  although  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are 
quite  well  known  in  the  area. 

The  preparation  of  the  housing  site  at  Blisworth  is  well  advanced 
and  the  erection  of  the  first  40  houses  will  be  commenced  in  the  very  near 
future.  Delay  in  the  progress  of  the  regional  water  scheme  due  to  the 
lack  of  steel  may  face  the  Council  with  the  problem  of  supplying  these  new 
houses  with  water  from  a  temporary  source  until  the  regional  scheme  is 
ready.  A  temporary  source  is  essential  in  order  to  prevent  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  present  situation  whereby  the  existing  Council  Houses  at 
Blisworth  have  water  delivered  daily  by  the  Council  lorry. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  Distributors  with  Retail  Dairy  Premises 
on  the  register  as  at  31st  December,  was  7.  These  premises  are  regularly 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  licences  in  force  are  as  follows  : 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  Pasteurized  Licences  ...  4 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Licences  5 

No.  of  Accredited  Licences  ...  1 

In  addition,  the  following  supplementary  licences  have  been  issued 
to  dealers  in  the  district  from  premises  outside  : — 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  Pasteurized  Licences  ...  4 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Licences  2 

Samples  of  milk,  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  consumers,  have  been 
submitted  at  intervals  for  examination  as  to  cleanliness  and  keeping 
quality.  The  samples  are  submitted  to  a  standard  methylene  blue  test 
to  determine  if  the  milk  will  be  sufficiently  fresh  to  be  drinkable  some 
24  hours  after  delivery  to  the  consumer.  The  number  of  samples  so 
submitted  and  the  classification  of  the  results  are  : — 


Classification 

No. 

Per  cent 

Passed 

38 

74.5 

Failed 

...  13 

25.5 

Total  ... 

...  51 

The  results  show  that  74%  of  the  samples  conform  to  the  prescribed 
test  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  In  addition,  7  samples  of  pasteurized 
milk  were  submitted  for  analysis,  5  passing  the  phosphatase  test.  Five 
samples  were  also  submitted  for  biological  examination.  In  one  case 
the  result  was  positive  for  Tuberculosis.  The  herd  concerned  was  dealt 
with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  Ten  samples  of  milk  delivered 
to  schools  were  also  submitted  for  statutory  and  biological  analysis. 
One  case  was  found  to  be  positive  Brucella  Abortus.  The  distributor 
voluntarily  changed  his  supply  to  pasteurized  milk  upon  being  approached 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Article  20  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations  1949,  with  regard  to  the  control  of  milk  infected 
with  notifiable  disease. 
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Food  Premises. — The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  remains 
unchanged  as  follows  : — 


Village  and  General  Stores  ...  ...  42 

Grocers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  5 

Green  Grocers'  and  Fruit  Shops  ...  4 

Fishmongers’  Shops  ...  ...  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  2* 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ....  ...  20 

Bread  and  Confectioners’  Shops  ...  6 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Transport  Cafes 

(with  sleeping  accommodation)  ...  3 

Transport  Cafes 

(without  sleeping  accommodation)  ...  2 

Cooked  Meat  Manufacturers  ...  ...  2* 

Hotels  with  catering  facilities  ...  ...  9 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  12* 


Total  ...  114  ' 


*  Registered  under  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Inspections  of  the  above  premises  are  regularly  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  A  number  of  structural  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  and  improved  equipment  has  been  provided  on  his  advice. 

Licensed  Premises.  The  number  of  on-licensed  premises  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  remained  at  60,  and  during  the  year  the  sanitary  accommodation 
was  improved  at  seven  of  these  premises.  Glass  washing  facilities, 
together  with  internal  improvements  were  also  provided  at  11  of  these 
premises.  It  is  expected  that  as  soon  as  the  Regional  Water  Scheme 
has  been  completed  the  majority  of  licensed  premises  in  the  district  will 
then  be  able  to  enjoy  modern  sanitation  and  satisfactory  glass  washing 
facilities.  All  the  large  hotels  are  now  well  equipped  from  a  food  hygiene 
point  of  view. 

Ice  Cream. — Under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  33 
premises  are  registered.  The  ice  cream  is  sold  in  every  case  from  thermo¬ 
statically  controlled  refrigerating  cabinets  complying  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district 
is  pre-packed. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Northampton,  for  bacteriological  tests  for  cleanliness.  Of  the  16 
samples  examined  93%  were  graded  either  1  or  2,  a  distinct  improvement 
on  those  taken  in  1950  when  73%  were  graded  either  1  or  2. 

Grade  No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Total  ...  16 


14 

1 

1 
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The  following  are  the  provisional  grades  for  ice-cream  : — 


Provisional  Grade 

Time  taken  to  reduce 

Methylene  Blue 

1 

Fails  to  reduce  in  hrs. 

2 

2|  hrs.  —  4  hrs. 

3 

^  hr.  —  2  hrs. 

4 

0  hrs. 

An  additional  control  on  the  quality  of  ice  cream  came  into  force  on 
the  1st  March.  The  Food  Standard  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1951,  prescribed 
the  minimum  standard  of  composition  for  ice  cream  as  being  10%  sugar, 
5%  fat,  7J%  milk  solids  other  than  fat.  The  order  should  prove  to  be  a 
further  useful  step  in  raising  the  general  standard  of  quality,  although  it 
is  only  fair  to  add  that  much  of  the  ice  cream  now  being  sold  is  already 
above  the  standards  prescribed  in  the  Order. 

Meat  Inspection. — Although  there  are  26  slaughterhouses  on  the 
register,  owing  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  centralized  slaughtering, 
only  3  are  licensed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  One  of  these 
is  used  regularly  for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers’  pigs  and  the  other  two 
occasionally  for  the  same  purpose.  The  present  system  of  centralized 
slaughtering,  particularly  as  it  is  applied  locally,  decidedly  bears  out  the 
views  of  those  people  advocating  the  return  of  private  slaughterhouses, 
but  the  comparison  is  not  entirely  a  fair  one  when  one  considers  the  lack 
of  amenities  and  gross  overcrowding  that  occurs  in  the  so-called  ‘‘  Cen¬ 
tral  ”  slaughterhouses  to-day.  These  abattoirs  were  not  intended  to  deal 
with  centralized  slaughtering,  and  it  is  hardly  surprising  therefore  that 
the  storage,  handling  and  distribution  of  carcases  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  inspecting  all  carcases 
of  animals  killed  for  sale  for  human  consumption  within  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  Bacon  Factory  at  Blisworth  and  to 
Butchers’  Shops  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924-1948. 

The  number  of  visits  made  were  as  follows  : — 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  112 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  94 


Total  ...  ...  206 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who  were 
primarily  vaccinated  totalled  forty-two,  for  other  ages  twenty-eight. 
The  number  re- vaccinated  (all  ages)  was  twenty-eight. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  thirty- 
one  in  1950.  This  infection  continues  to  be  of  a  mild  clinical  type  and 
no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  No  deaths  were  recorded. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — One  case  was  notified. 

Pneumonia. — Fourteen  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  or  acute 
influenzal  pneumonia  were  notified,  as  compared  with  three  in  1950. 
''  Pneumonia,”  all  forms,  was  the  certified  cause  of  death  in  eight  cases. 
These  deaths  are  not  necessarily  those  of  patients  who  were  notified. 

Erysipelas. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Measles. — The  number  of  cases  notified  totalled  122,  as  compared 
with  34  cases  in  1950.  The  incidence  amounted  to  8.39  per  thousand,  as 
compared  with  14.07  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — A  total  of  33  cases  was  notified  amongst  nine 
parishes,  as  compared  with  124  cases  in  1950.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — One  case  was  notified  at  Deanshanger  and 
one  in  Towcester.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Food  Poisoning. — 

OUTBREAK  OF  FOOD  POISONING  DUE  TO  SALMONELLA 

MINNESOTA  FOLLOWING  THE  CONSUMPTION  OF  MEAT  PIES. 

An  explosive  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  took  place  during  the  last  fortnight  of 
December.  The  illness  followed  the  consumption  of  meat  pies,  which  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  within  the  district  and  the  causal  organism  was  eventually  confirmed  as 
Salmonella  Minnesota. 

A  total  of  116  cases  was  notified  and  these  were  distributed  over  twenty-one 
villages  in  the  district.  By  January  5th,  1952,  a  total  of  over  500  cases  had  been 
notified  from  thirty  local  authorities  in  whose  districts  the  peccant  foodstuff  had 
been  distributed.  There  were  no  deaths  in  the  district  but  two  elderly  patients  in 
North  Bucks  died  from  the  infection. 

For  some  weeks  previous  to  21st  December,  a  small  outbreak  of  Infectious 
Hepatitis  in  the  village  of  Paulerspury  was  being  kept  under  close  supervision. 
One  case  who  had  jaundice,  developed  acute  gastro-intestinal  symptoms.  Subse¬ 
quently,  a  number  of  cases  of  acute  gastro-intestinal  infection  was  notified  on  the 
evening  of  21st  December.  An  immediate  field  investigation  by  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  suggested  that  the  illness  had  followed  the  consumption  of  meat  pies. 
Samples  of  the  suspected  pies  were  obtained  on  the  22nd  December  and  submitted 
to  Dr.  L.  Hoyle  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northampton,  for  bacteriological 
investigation.  The  following  morning  a  Salmonella  type  of  organism  had  been 
isolated.  This  was  subsequently  proved  to  be  Salmonella  Minnesota.  The  organism 
was  also  isolated,  independently,  in  three  other  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  whose 
areas  cases  had  occurred.  The  work  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
by  Dr.  Hoyle  and  his  staff  was  enormous.  Over  425  specimens  were  examined  from 
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the  Towcester  district.  Personal  contact  between  the  laboratory  staff  and  myself 
proved  the  usefulness  of  co-operation  between  the  bacteriologist  and  epidemiologist 
in  making  a  rapid  diagnosis  and  thus  bringing  the  outbreak  under  speedy  control. 

Detailed  investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  factory  and  it  would  appear  that 
the  causal  organism  had  been  introduced  into  the  meat  pies  in  the  gelatine  solution 
which  was  added  after  the  pies  had  been  cooked  and  allowed  to  cool. 

The  causal  organism  was  isolated  from  a  swab  from  the  meat  preparation  bench, 
from  a  can  used  for  filling  the  pies  with  liquid  gelatine,  as  well  as  from  excreta  from 
four  food  handlers  who  prepared  the  pies.  Repeated  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  constituents  of  the  pies  were  negative,  and  it  would  appear  possible  that  the 
infection  had  been  introduced  some  weeks  previous  to  the  outbreak.  It  was  sub¬ 
sequently  ascertained  that  Salmonella  Minnesota  had  been  isolated  from  specimens 
of  a  patient  who  had  been  ill  during  the  first  week  of  December  following  consumption 
of  a  meat  pie  obtained  from  the  factory.  Detailed  enquiries  were  made  into  the 
past  health  of  the  food  handling  staff  when  it  was  found  that  one  person  had  had  an 
appendicectomy  towards  the  end  of  November.  A  consignment  of  imported  frozen 
chopped  pork  came  under  suspicion  since  this  had  been  first  used  in  the  factory  during 
November.  Repeated  examinations  were  carried  out  on  suspected  batches  of  pork 
which  were  held  in  cold  storage  outwith  the  factory.  The  results  of  these  extensive 
examinations  were  all  negative  for  the  causal  organism.  As  this  factory  also 
conducts  a  slaughterhouse  for  pigs,  a  veterinary  inspection  of  some  225  pigstyes 
from  which  pigs  had  been  consigned  to  the  factory  during  November  and  December, 
were  investigated,  without  result.  Mesenteric  glands  were  examined  from  a  number 
of  pigs  subsequently  slaughtered  on  the  premises  without  discovering  any  pathogenic 
organism. 

From  the  available  evidence  it  would  appear  that  the  gelatine  with  which  the 
pies  had  been  filled  had  become  infected  by  a  symptomless  excretor  of  Salmonella 
Minnesota,  who  had  acquired  the  infection  from  handling  raw  meat. 

This  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  is,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  first  large 
outbreak  due  to  Salmonella  Minnesota  recorded. 

Infectious  Hepatitis. — A  small  outbreak  involving  four  cases  occurred 
at  Paulerspury  during  December.  An  additional  case  came  to  notice 
posthumously,  the  patient  having  died  in  Northampton. 

Tuberculosis. — Five  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (two  males, 
three  females)  were  notified,  as  compared  with  eight  in  1950.  Two  female 
non-pulmonary  cases  were  also  notified.  Three  females  and  two  males 
died  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
74  persons  in  the  district  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (53  pul¬ 
monary,  21  non-pulmonary). 

The  number  of  deaths  together  with  the  crude  rate  during  the 
quinquennium  1947-51,  and  those  for  the  administrative  county,  are  as 
follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  Mortality. 

1947  1948  1949  1950  1951 

Towcester  R.D.  ...  0.299(4*)  0.503(7*)  0.489(7*)  0.207(3*)  0.343(5*) 

Administrative  County  0.360  0.420  0.430  0.300  0.260 

*  Number  of  deaths. 

No  action  was  taken  during  1951  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

Full  statistical  details,  showing  age,  monthly  and  parish  incidence, 
etc.,  for  infectious  diseases  are  shown  in  Tables  Nos.  10-12,  pages  26-27. 
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SECTION  G. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1951. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1951 


Table  No.  1. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

3 

5 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

3 

4 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

5 

12 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

13 

24 

1 8 .  Coronary  disease ,  angina 

17 

9 

26 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

2 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

20 

23 

43 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

6 

9 

22.  Influenza  ... 

— 

4 

4 

23.  Pneumonia 

4 

4 

8 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

5 

4 

9 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

2 

2 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

2 

— 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

10 

10 

20 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

— 

— 

— 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 

5 

6 

35.  Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

95 

102 

197 
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Table  No.  2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1951  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Births 

No.  Rate 

Deo 

Under  1  year 

No.  Rate 

iths 

All  Ages 

No.  Rate 

1919 

t9,387 

+9,011 

156 

16.61 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

1920 

9,370 

259 

27.64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

*1921 

9,920 

211 

21.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

1922 

9,937 

172 

17.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13.68 

1923 

9,944 

171 

17.19 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

1924 

10,000 

162 

16.20 

9 

55.50 

115 

11.50 

1925 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

1926 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

1927 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

11.63 

1928 

9,502 

134 

14.10 

4 

29.85 

120 

12.63 

1929 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

1930 

9,384 

115 

12.25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

*1931 

9,324 

131 

14.04 

7 

53.43 

104 

11.11 

1932 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

1933 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

1934 

9,200 

114 

12.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

1935 

§13,155 

180 

13.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

1936 

13,040 

210 

16.10 

10 

47.60 

165 

12.60 

1937 

12,900 

170 

13.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

15.30 

1938 

12,860 

152 

11.80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14.20 

1939 

tl2,930 

J13,020 

184 

14.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

1940 

13,290 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

1941 

14,750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

1942 

14,050 

244 

17.40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

1943 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.11 

193 

14.23 

1944 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.01 

192 

14.04 

1945 

13,500 

228 

16.14 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

1946 

13,490 

273 

20.24 

13 

47.25 

178 

13.19 

1947 

13,750 

283 

20.58 

8 

28.19 

178 

12.94 

1948 

13,910 

238 

17.11 

13 

54.62 

184 

13.23 

1949 

14.300 

255 

17.83 

8 

31.37 

179 

12.59 

1950 

14,470 

217 

15.00 

7 

32.25 

197 

13.61 

1951 

14.540 

230 

15.73 

11 

47.82 

197 

13.47 

t  Population  for  calculation  of  Birth  Rates. 

I  Population  for  calculation  of  Death  Rates. 
§  Potterspury  R.D.  added  to  district, 
f  Census  years. 
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Table  No.  3. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Parish 

No.  1 

"aken 

Re 

suits 

Private 

Public 

Good 

Sus¬ 

picious 

Bad 

Faecal 

Pollution 

Present 

Abthorpe 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cold  Higham 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Deanshanger 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Gayton 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Grafton  Regis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Greens  Norton 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Maidford 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pattishall 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Paulerspury 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

■ - 

— 

Potterspury  ... 

— 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Silverstone 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tiffield 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Towcester 

1 

7 

6 

1 

1 

— 

Wicken 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Yardley  Gobion 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

8 

28 

14 

10 

12 

9 
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Table  No.  4. 


WATER  SUPPLY— INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES. 


Name  of 
Undertaking 

Parishes  in 
area  of  supply 

Estimated 

Population 

Total  No. 
houses  in 
Parish 

No.  of  Houses  served 

Total  No. 
Stand¬ 
pipes 

{a) 

Water 
laid  on 

(&) 

Stand¬ 

pipes 

Abthorpe 

Abthorpe 

247 

100 

19 

70 

6 

Blakesley  ... 

Blakesley  ... 

349 

132 

83 

47 

8 

Cold  Higham 
(incl.  Grimsco 

Cold  Higham 
te) 

242 

80 

17 

47 

5 

Cosgrove  and 
Deanshanger 

Cosgrove  . . . 
Old  Stratford 
Deanshanger 

2134 

709 

599 

78 

18 

Gayton 

Gayton 

388 

134 

123 

5 

7 

Greens  Norton 

Greens  Norton 

643 

262 

238 

15 

4 

Litchborough 

Litchborough 

222 

88 

22 

59 

5 

Maidford  . . . 

Maidford  . . . 

190 

60 

Nil. 

53 

5 

Paulerspury 

Paulerspury 

848 

303 

229 

54 

18 

Potterspury 

Potterspury 

855 

290 

128 

132 

24 

Silverstone 

Silverstone 

Whittlebury 

1394 

471 

408 

35 

4 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Stoke  Bruerne 

284 

86 

Nil. 

79 

7 

Towcester 

Towcester 

2442 

774 

694 

18 

7 

Wicken 

Wicken 

304 

110 

32 

71 

12 

Yardley 

Gobion  . . . 

Yardley 

Gobion  . . . 

588 

202 

126 

70 

8 
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Table  No.  5. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
{including 
Business  (S’ 
Industrial) 

Total 

Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District  ... 

150 

4789 

260 

550 

5749 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1951  as  a  result  (a)  of  notifica¬ 
tion  or  (b)  otherwise 

(a)  - 

171 

22 

48 

241 

(b)  188 

166 

4 

62 

420 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats 

Major  2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Minor  158 

78 

16 

49 

301 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  seriously  infested  by  mice 

— 

11 

— 

7 

18 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

160 

78 

16 

49 

303 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  : — 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works  (i.e., 

Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Total  ...  ... 

508 

504 

60 

215 

1287 

Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following  issue  of 
notice  under  Section  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  “block"  control  schemes  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Table  No.  6. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  ETC.,  1951. 


No.  of  visits  and  inspections 

...  3,745 

Canal  Boats  inspected 

6 

Slaughterhouses  licensed 

3 

Slaughterhouses  on  register 

26 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses 

112 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops 

94 

No.  of  meat  hawkers’  vans  inspected  ... 

46 

No.  of  fried  fish  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

34 

No.  of  fruit  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

4 

No.  of  fish  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

20 

Provision  vans  inspected 

12 

Bakehouses  inspected 

20 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 

4 

Pails  to  water  closets 

120 

Caravans  inspected 

47 

Outfall  works  cleaned  out 

96 

Settling  tanks  cleaned  out 

109 

Cesspools  cleaned  out 

49 

Rooms  disinfected 

20 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  ... 

145 

Drains  tested  by  water  test 

206 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  test 

24 

Nuisances  from  untrapped  drains 

6 

Nuisances  from  blocked  drains  ... 

54 

Nuisances  from  defects  in  houses 

426 

Nuisances  from  offensive  ditches 

18 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 

12 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  by  Council  ... 

... 

40 

Notices  served  : 

Informal  under  Sec.  92,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

362 

Statutory  under  Sec.  92,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

1 

♦ 
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Table  No.  7. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 


1.  [a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  472 

(6)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  806 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Reg.  1925/32  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(6)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  26 

4.  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  preceding  sub-head) 

not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  426 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  Officers — 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices — 

[a]  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Demolition  Order  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  Dwelling-houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding — 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  Not  known 
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Table  No.  8. 


FOOD  SURRENDERED 

Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Fruit 
Preserves 

Tinned  Meat 
Meat 
Cheese 
Margarine  ... 

Butter 
Sausages  ... 

Fish 


AND  DESTROYED. 

Tins 

.  51 

.  15 

.  40 

.  55 

.  6 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
...  —  —  3  24i 

...  5  7  0  7 

—  H 

n 

—  10 
—  14 


Table  No.  9. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4,362 

Number  inspected... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4,362 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

_ 

— 

.  — 

.85 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

770 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13.0 

25 


Table  No.  10. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1951. 


Disease 

— 1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

All  Ages 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

5 

14 

Measles  ... 

7 

17 

15 

17 

15 

45 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

122 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

7 

5 

4 

4 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

4 

7 

31 

23 

27 

16 

116 

TOTALS  ... 

14 

25 

21 

21 

23 

57 

11 

8 

34 

25 

30 

23 

292 

Table  No.  11. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1951 


Disease 

J  anuary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

a 

3 

1 — } 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

14 

Measles  ... 

5 

23 

31 

14 

39 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

122 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

3 

6 

15 

33 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

116 

116 

TOTALS  ... 

12 

28 

34 

14 

41 

9 

2 

6 

1 

5 

7 

133 

292 
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Table  No.  12. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(other  than  Tuberculosis) 

IN  INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES,  1951. 


Parish 

Scarlet  Fever 

! 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Food 

Poisoning 

Totals 

Abthorpe 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

2 

3 

Adstone 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blakesley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Blisworth 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

9 

17 

Bradden 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Cold  Higham  ... 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

Cosgrove 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Deanshanger  ... 

— 

2 

29 

6 

1 

— 

1 

5 

44 

Easton  Neston 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

17 

Gay  ton 

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

4 

13 

Greens  Norton 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

7 

Litchborough 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Maidford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Old  Stratford 

— 

— 

19 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

4 

24 

Pattishall 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

Paulerspury  ... 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

22 

Potterspury  ... 

— 

2 

31 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

47 

Silverstone 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

Slapton 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Stoke  Bruerne 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Tiffield 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Towcester 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

23 

27 

Wappenham  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

— ^ 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Weston  and  Weedon... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whittlebury  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

7 

Wicken 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Yardley  Gobion 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

TOTALS . 

3 

14 

122 

33 

2 

1 

1 

116 

292 

27 


Table  No.  13. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  for  the  year,  1951. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

1 

lumber  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

12 

22 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

70 

60 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- workers’  premises) 

10 

36 

— 

— 

Total 

92 

118 

6 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which  pro- 

Referred 

secutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 

eluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— • 

Total 

9 

9 

— 

3 

— 

28 
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